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** Please Note** 
Highlighted Areas are Paid Entry Only 
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Thank You from Seattle Parrot Expo 2023 
 

 It has been a hella busy year. And the older you get, the faster the year goes by. It 
all becomes a whirlwind in my brain. Of course, I literally lost 4 months of ‘23 
dealing with Max’s birdy trauma, and let me tell you, I am glad it’s finally over. If 
you haven’t heard the story… one weekend, one bird bite, another toe torn apart 
by himself, two stressed people, one freaked out person (that would be me), one 
bloody hotel bathroom (plus towels), countless rolls of vet-wrap, 2 surgeries and 2 
lost toes, at least 407 vet visits, 34 tanks of gas to get there. 3 fabric cones and a 
satellite disc bigger than my head. He hated it. But as a pooper scooper? Supreme. 
 Max is recovering — and learning to use his foot, sans both front toes. I needed 
therapy. And yet, I was lucky. 
 Lucky because I had two people right there that kept my bird alive. Debbie, who 
triaged and stabilized; and Anneliese, who magically managed to pack an entire 
hospital wing in a single duffle bag. 
 I do not know what I would have done without these two individuals. 
Segueing perfectly into a new offering on www.flightclubfoundation.org is Our 
P.A.R.R.O.T. Program. Parrot. Adoption. Rescue. Rehabilitation. Outreach. Tri-
age. 
 Another way FCF can help with creative solutions to mundane issues. Everything 
from Parrot Borrowing to Co-Ownership; Behavior Consulting to Assistance in 
emergences. You can have a Parrot Caretaker Network at your back. Visit 
www.flightclubfoundation.org for information. Or better yet, become a member and 
be part of the team. 
Without further adieu... 
A Ginormous Thank You goes out to everyone who helped plan and launch the 
2023 Seattle Parrot Expo. From the smallest contribution to the 24/7 die hard, 
none of this is possible without you. 
 Special mentions… Debbie Goodrich, Ai Morland, Nick Pendergrass, the Seattle 
Parrot Expo Team, Dr. Bridget Ferguson,  Dr. Brian Speer, Hildegard & Rainier 
Nieman, Dr.’s Donald Brightsmith & Gabriella Vigo-Trauco, Laurella Desborough, 
Melody Hennigh, Harrisons, Hari, Kaytee, Pine Tree Vet, BECU, La Quinta AND 
our fabulous volunteers! You gotta know we love you all. Our host of Exhibitors 
(first time sell out!). All of our program advertisers. And a big shout out to Minute-
man Press. 
 On behalf of myself, and all of us here at Seattle Parrot Expo and Flight Club 

Foundation —Thank You! 
My deepest apologies if I have left out, omitted or forgotten 
anyone who should have been mentioned here. It was not in-
tentional. Just tired human error. 

 

Ellen & Max (the Grey curmudgeon) 
 

Coda: Spelling errors, grammatical errors and other incorrect possibilities… 
For 2023, direct any and all blame to Nissan Corporation. Long story. 
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Dr. Brian Speer received his DVM from the University of  

California at Davis, in 1983. Board specialty status was awarded  

through the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners in  

1996, and in 1999, he was certified in the European College  

of Avian Medicine and Surgery (ECAMS, now ECZM).  

Currently in private practice and director of the Medical Center  

for Birds in Northern California. Brian has also served the  

Association of Avian Veterinarians (AAV), as chair of the  

Aviculture Committee, as director of the board, and as president. He has served the ECZM as scientific 

committee chair and as a member of the examination committee. Dr. Speer is a consultant for the 

Veterinary Information Network, for avian medical topics. He co-authored The Large Macaws (1995), 

Birds for Dummies (1999 & second edition 2021). Brian edited the Current Veterinary Therapy in Avian 

Medicine and Surgery (2015), as well as being co-editor of the highly anticipated 2023, Volume Two. 

 

Harrison’s Bird Foods presents  

Dr. Brian Speer, DVM 

Hildegard graduated as a biologist in 1993 from the Westfälische Wilhelms

-Universität in Münster. She has worked as a benavior consultant for 

parrots and parakeets (Parrot Behaviour Consulting [PBC]) since 2004. 

She’s been a 

Certified member of International Association of Animal Behavior Consult-

ants (IAABC), a member of the American Federation of Aviculture (AFA) and the International Association of Avian Trainers 

and Educators (IAATE) since 2006. Since 1996, Hildegard has authored over 140 published papers on parrots and other 

ornamental birds and a total of 8 books. She hosts regular organized workshops for parrot keepers, leads practical training 

sessions (PPT) and offers online courses and webinars. She has led trips to the Philippines, New Zealand, Australia, Costa 

Rica and Ecuador. She has taught at AFA, SPE, NPRPF, EXOTIS (Switzerland), Aviculture Society of Australia; continuing 

education events like Parrot Days (Stuttgart), Pet Day (German Veterinary Society) and lecturing at Academy for Innovative 

Education and Management, the Institute in Schongau and at the Central Association of Zoological Enterprises. She has 

given technical lectures at the conference of the Fund for Endangered Parrots and was a member of the Wellensittich-und-

Papageien-Magazin for 13-years. 

Hildegard had kept parrots for over 30-years. Including Budgies, Cockatiels, Amazons, Catherine Parakeets, Black-headed 

parrots and Grey parrots. 

Hari Foods presents 

Hildegard Niemann 
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area. However, they were the fist to collect scientific information that produced clear documentation of the 

natural history and ecology of the parrots and macaws in Tambopata—and make it available to the public. 

His team now ranks as one of the best in the world when it comes to macaw research and conservation. 

After documenting and publishing important baseline data, the mission of the The Macaw Society is to effi-

ciently use the information to direct conservation of the studied species in Peru, as well as other locations 

where psittacines are declining and are at risk of extinction. In the future, it will operate with more global perspective. 

While The Macaw Society’s new location is still in the Tambopata region, it is no longer associated with eco-tourism compa-

nies. Collaborations will continue, but the focus will shift to advising direct conservation and local action plans. 

The Macaw Society (previously known as the Tambopata Macaw Project) is 

a long-term research study of the ecology and conservation of macaws and 

parrots that started in 1999. Lead by Dr. Donald J. Brightsmith and Dr. 

Gabriela Vigo-Trauco, both of the Schubot Center for Avian Health, at the 

Texas A&M School of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences (VMBX). 

Which switched it’s focus in 2006.  

Dr. Brightsmith’s team was not the first on to work with macaws in the 

Dr. Donald J. Brightsmith & 

Dr. Gabriela Vigo-Trauco 

Laurella Desborough 
Laurella Desborough obtained a Master’s Degree in General Biology 

and Zoology from Southern Illinois University and UCLA in 1965!

She has been a professional aviculturist or breeder of exotic birds 

for over 20-years. This includes amazons, greys, cockatoos, brown-

headed parrots, hawkheads and mini-macaws. She currently spe-

cialized in Eclectus and Vasa Parrots. 

Laurella is the current Legislative Coordinator for the National 

Animal Interest Alliance Trust; www.naiatrust.org. And past Presi-

dent of the American Federation of Aviculture, AFA; 

She is the co-founder of the Model Aviculture Program recently utilized during 

dialogue for USDA regulation. She continues to serve on the board, where she 

certifies avicultural practices utilizing voluntary inspection for the best practice 

procedures; a program now adapted in several other countries. 

Laurella’s current memberships are: American Bird Conservancy. American Federa-

tion of Aviculture. American Pheasant and Waterfowl Society. Avicultural Society of 

America. Florida Federation of Aviculture. National Animal Interest Alliance. Nation-

al Audubon Society. National Avian Welfare Alliance and Organization of Profession-

al Aviculturists. 

She has produced many articles and even co-authored the book “A Complete Guide 

to Eclectus Parrots” (published 1987, out of print). Your experience with Laurella, 

given her vast knowledge and experience, is a  

once-in-a-lifetime experience you will never forget.  
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Debbie Goodrich 

Debbie Goodrich is a Certified Parrot Behavior Consultant and Profes-

sional Bird Trainer who performs with her parrots throughout Western 

Washington. She and her birds have been featured on the Bob Rivers 

Show, New Day Northwest and now a regular at the SW Washington 

Fair! Her message of conservation and hope for the future through 

parrots gave her the inspiration to help create Flight Club Foundation, 

a 501 c3, humane organization, that assists parrots and people alike. 

She will be performing both Saturday and Sunday, LIVE, at 4 pm in the 

Guest Speaker room. 

And... 

Debbie’s performances are FREE to everyone attending Seattle Parrot Expo. 

Remember!  

Seattle Parrot Expo’s Live guest speaker workshops will be broadcast Virtually 

for folks unable to attend in person. 

Melody Hennigh 

 

Melody first caught the bird bug at the age of 9, when she fell in 

love with her first pet, a pied cockatiel named Al. Al was the 

ultimate partner in crime and sparked a love and keep admiration 

for all birds and their well-being.  

Melody has been employed by the Medical Center for Birds since 

April 2008. She is a Registered Veterinary Technician and became 

a Certified Trainer Partner through the Karen Pryor Academy in 

2014. She has completed Susan Friedman’s Learning and Living 

with Animals course and Steve martin’s training workshop at NEI, 

She has enjoyed many trainer adventures with furry companion pets, including a puppy training program with inmates at 

Valley State Prison. 

Busy Beaks Academy was created in 2015 and has been offering group classes, private training sessions, online training 

sessions, veterinary consults and webinars ever since! Working with the Medical Center for Birds, Melody is able to offer 

training consults to help improve medical management and assist with concerns like learned fear, medication training, 

desensitization and counter conditioning. 
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The Man BBQ 
 

$ 5.00 Sandwich 
     BBQ Pork sandwich ~ á la carte 
$ 10.00 Plate 
     1/2 Portion meat & 2 sides 
$18.00 Plate 
    1 Meat & 3 sides 
 

Meats: 
    BBQ Pork or Chicken 
 

Sides: 
    Baked Beans 
    Macaroni & Cheese 
    Steamed Vegetables 
    Coleslaw 
    Potato Salad 
  13 

 

Dr. Rainier Niemann 

Dr. Rainier Niemann graduated in 1992 from the University of Münster 

in Germany, with a degree in biology and received his doctorate in 

1996. From 1996 to 2017, he worked as editor in a small publishing 

house in Germany, with the focus on parrots and parakeets. Together 

with his wife, Hildegard Niemann, he has published Parrots and Para-

keets Journal (PSJ), the official customer magazine of Parrot Behavior . 

Consulting (PBC) since 2017, and been senior editor since 2018. Rainier 

has worked as an author since 1996. He’s written 3 books on parrots 

and zebra finches (translated into many languages), and translated the 

2-volume standard ‘Australian Parrots” by Joseph M. Forshaw. 

Rainier has organized workshops for parrot owners and along with Hildegard, has led 5 customer trips in to the Philippines, 

New Zealand, Australia, Costa Rica and Ecuador. He teaches guest lectures at annual conferences like AFA, ASA, EXOTIS and 

many other events in Europe.  

He has kept parrots for over 30-years; Budgies, Cockatiels, Amazons, Lineolated Parakeets, Senegal parrots and Grey parrots. 
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Gym Map 
Vendor Booth Numbers 

Outside Patio 
The Village Perk, The Man BBQ , Thirst Killer Lemonaide 
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Vendors by Location 

1, 2, 5, 6)  Inca’s Secret 
 

3)  Earth Dragon Creations 
 

4)  YAY Novelty 
 

7)  Sir Willy’s 
 

8)  Dezzi 
 

9)  Plantasia 
 

10)  IAABC 
 

11)  BECU 
 

12)  Kymwana Tiggy Winkles 
 

13)  Oasis 
 

14) The Dotting Nurse 
 

15)  Usborne 

 

16)  Rain Blossom Birds 
 

17)  Almost Feral 3D 
 

18) The Bird Endowment 
 

19)  Mollywood 
 

20)  Macaw Rescue 
 

21)  Spoiled Bird Toys 
 

22)  Bird Jewelry by Dawn 
 

23)  Busy Beaks Academy 
 

24)  Parrot Caretaker Network 
 

25)  Olympic Bird Fanciers 
 

26, 27)  Screaming Parrot Supplies 
 

28-34)  Hometown Pets 
 


